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THE CONTAINERS

MARKING OR LABELLING

PREVENTING ACCUMULATIONS OF 
FLAMMABLE VAPOURS

SEGREGATION

CONTROL OF POTENTIAL 
IGNITION SOURCES
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The materials of construction should be compatible with 
the chemical and physical properties of the flammable 
liquid to ensure that no interaction occurs which might 
cause leakage. 

All the container openings should be equipped with a 
secure and well-fitting cap or lid to resist the escape of 
flammable liquid or vapours, including if the container falls 
or rolls over.

Must be clearly marked to indicate their contents and the 
degree of flammability. 

Flammable liquids arriving on site will be marked in 
accordance with CDG and the CLP Regulation. 

This labelling is likely to be sufficient to help you determine 
the storage arrangements required for the flammable liquid 
containers.

The ideal location is an unenclosed and uncongested site in 
the open air at ground level that enables any vapours to 
rapidly disperse to safe levels.  

Where outdoor storage of containers is not reasonably 
practicable, they may be kept indoors, provided there is 
adequate ventilation to prevent the dangerous accumulation 
of flammable vapours that may arise as a result of foreseeable 
leaks from the containers 

Flammable liquids should be stored separately from 
incompatible substances. 

Stocks of combustible materials, such as packaging, should 
not be kept in the flammable liquid store. Potentially, this 
could be the first material ignited and a subsequent fire would 
then be likely to compromise the safe storage of the flammable 
liquids containers 

For a flammable or combustible liquid fire to start, a mixture 
of vapour and air must be ignited. 
There are many possible ignition sources: 
■ Naked flames, including welding and cutting equipment; 
■ Electrical lighting, power circuits and equipment; 
■ Personal electrical equipment including mobile phones,etc. 
■ Processes that involve the generation of sparks; 
■ Hot surfaces; static electricity;lightning. 
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